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• Subsidized Guardianship (SG) is 

a permanent placement option for 

children in out-of-home care 

under s. 48.623 Wis. Stats,. 

 

• Unlike adoption, SG transfers 

legal authority to a relative or like-

kin guardian without terminating 

parental rights. 
 

 
 

 
 

What is Subsidized 
Guardianship? 



Background 
 

•In 2005, Wisconsin was granted a federal IV-E waiver demonstration project to 

implement a SG program in Milwaukee County. The waiver expired on July 31, 

2011. 

 

•The state budget (Act 32) authorizes SG as an option throughout the state, to 

be implemented via a IV-E state plan amendment. This enables the SG program 

to be a statewide program that began on August 1, 2011.  
 

•SG is available to all counties to pursue in cases where this permanency 

option may be best suited for the child.  Counties may use existing funding 

provided through the Children and Families Community Aids allocation to fund 

the SG payments.  

 

•The SG payments to the family can be no more than the last foster care 

payment that the county would pay the family in the absence of the SG 

program. 



Subsidized Guardianship  

• Prior to Implementation Statewide:  136 
children in Milwaukee 

 

• Now 346 Children have achieved Permanency 
through Subsidized Guardianship 

 

• 28 Counties outside of Milwaukee 



Child Eligibility 

• Any child removed from the home pursuant to a: 

• Voluntary placement agreement, CHIPS order, JIPS 

(uncontrollable) order,  OR Similar tribal law; 

 

• Child must have been placed with the prospective guardian for 6 

consecutive months and receiving payment prior to the guardianship 

order; 

 

• Reunification and adoption have been determined not to be appropriate 

permanency options for the child; 



 

• Placement preferences in accordance with WICWA shall be followed 

with any proposed permanent option for an Indian child and notice shall 

be sent to the tribe as required. 

• Tribal traditions shall be considered when choosing permanency 

options in the best interests of an Indian child. 

 

• Child demonstrates a strong attachment to the prospective guardian; 

 

• Child age 14 or older has been consulted regarding the guardianship; 

and 

 

• Guardianship is pursuant to s. 48.977 Wis. Stats., or a substantially 

similar tribal law in Wisconsin. 

 
  



Siblings  

Exception to Child Eligibility 
 

• Siblings of an eligible child may be placed in the same 

subsidized guardianship arrangement if the department or 

agency and the relative agree to the appropriateness of the 

arrangement for the sibling. 

• In eWiSACWIS these are two separate agreements 

• SG payments, as authorized under s. 48.623 (1) Wis. Stats, 

may be made on behalf siblings under the same agreement  
 

  



Prospective Guardian Eligibility 

•Guardian must be a relative (as defined by s. 48.02 (15))  

 

 

 

          OR 

 

 

 

•Have a “like-kin” relationship with the child. 
•“Like-kin” means a person who has a significant emotional relationship with the 

child or family similar to a familial relationship prior to the child’s entry into out-

of-home care. 
 

•Examples:  godparents, close family friends, a person who is in, or has been in, a 

committed relationship with a family member, parents or relatives of half-siblings, 

etc. 

 



Prospective Guardian Eligibility Continued… 

The prospective guardian must be: 
   licensed as a foster parent;  

   approved for guardianship; 

   have a strong commitment to permanently caring for the 
child;  

  This cannot be the sole reason to depart from Placement 
Preferences under WICWA  

   a caregiver receiving payment for the child for not less than 6 
consecutive months prior to guardianship; and 

  Prior to being named guardian, enter into the SG Agreement 
with the agency; and 

  Obtain guardianship under s. 48.977 Wis. Stats.  

 or a similar tribal law and the underlying CHIPS, JIPS, or tribal 
order is vacated.    

 



Excludes... 

Chapter 54, 880, or previously 

existing 48.977 guardianships who 

were not included in BMCW 

Subsidized Guardianship Waiver 

through July 31, 2011. 
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Procedure to Inform  

Prospective Guardians 

 

 

 



Children under SG Maintain Eligibility 

• Children in a SG maintains eligibility as if they 
remained in foster care for: 
– Medicaid Title XIX (Form f-10115) regardless of state of 

residence  

– WI Shares 

– IL services if guardianship is obtained after the age 
of 15 ½ and the child has been in OHC for 6 months 
includes ETV funds. 

• Child remains eligible for Adoption Assistance 
should the child later be adopted. 

• Appendix A 
– This must be reviewed & signed with the 

prospective guardian. 

 



DCF 55.04 

• The Agency Shall Explain to each foster parent who is 
a relative of or like-kin to a foster child form whom care 
and maintenance is being provided their eligibility for: 
– Adoption with AA;  

– Guardianship under s. 48.977 with payments,  

– Guardianship under 48.977 with Long-term KC; and  

– Guardianship under Ch. 54. 

– On a Form Created by the Department:  Permanency Options 
In Brief (DCF-F-CFS2797) 

• Signature of the relative or like-kin 

• Copy must be retained and attached to the SG agreement is it is 
pursued. 

 





Annual Review Process? 

  

Only on amendment 

increases. 

No. Yes. Yes. 

Payment Follows the child and 

responsible person out-of-state? 

Yes. NA No. Yes. 

Guardian Retains Eligibility for Adoption 

Assistance if later decides to adopt the 

child? 

NA No. No. Yes. 

Requirement to notify the agency or 

department if there is a change in 

circumstance? 

Yes. No. Yes. Yes. 

Responsible for monitoring contact with 

the child’s parents and biological family? 

Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. 

Child retains eligibility for Title XIX? If the child qualifies for 

special needs according to 

DCF 50. 

No. Yes. Yes. 

Does a child who finds permanence after 

age 15 1/2 retain eligibility for IL services 

such as ETV funds? 

Yes. No. Yes. Yes. 
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Eligibility Determination & 

Documentation in the Child’s 

Permanency Plan – 55.05 

 

 

 



Determination of Appropriateness & Eligibility  

• The agency, department, or tribe must document in the 

child’s permanency plan how it has been determined 

the child is appropriate for a subsidized guardianship. 

 

• This is done by completing the Subsidized 

Guardianship Eligibility Determination and Permanency 

Plan Addendum DCF-F-2691-E 

 

• This form shall be submitted to the court prior to the 
Guardianship Hearing with the petition for 
guardianship.   
– The petition for Guardianship must include a request to confirm 

determinations and a request to terminate the CHIPS, JIPS or 
tribal court order. 

 

 



Determination of Eligibility  

• The prospective guardian shall also be provided a copy 
which includes the page of eligibility determination and 
the appeals process. 

 

• A prospective guardian may request an eligibility 
determination if put in writing, the agency has 30 days 
to provide a written determination of eligibility. 

 

• If a prospective guardian is denied eligibility this form 
shall also be used to inform them of the denial, reasons 
why, and their right to appeal the decision.  
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DCF-F-2691-E 

  

 

 

 







Agency Requirements for 

Court Related Documents  

Petition for Guardianship must include: 
 

• A copy of the Subsidized Guardianship Eligibility Determination and 

Permanency Plan Addendum DCF-F-2691-E form,  

 

• request to confirm determinations of Eligibility, and  

 

• request to terminate the CHIPS, JIPS or tribal court order. 

 



  

 

 

 

Subsidized Guardianship 

Agreement – 55.06 



SG Agreement – 55.06 

• When a child is believed to be eligible for 
SG, the case worker must discuss the 
program with the family and prospective 
guardian. 

 

• The SG Agreement (CFS-2365) must be 
prepared, reviewed with the prospective 
guardian, and signed prior to the Court 
entering the Guardianship Order. 

 





Amount of Monthly Payment 

55.07 
• Shall be considered individually in computing the monthly 

payment amount which shall be based on the Uniform Foster 

Care Rates specified in s. 48.62 (4), Stats. and the difficulty of 

care levels specified in Ch. DCF 56.23. and the Uniform Foster 

Care Rate Setting Policy Section XII. (See Appendix B) 

 

• UFCR Total Equals the Sum of the: 

– Basic Rate = the amount based on the age of the child at time 

of the SG Agreement being signed. 

– Supplemental Rate = based on the Child’s Identified Needs 

rated a “2” or “3” from the CANS tool (Algorithm Handout). 

– Exceptional Rate = qualifying needs. 
 

 





Court Role & Findings  

•The Court must confirm that the determinations of eligibility have been 

met. 

 

•The CHIPS, JIPS, or tribal court order must be terminated as part of 

the Order for Guardianship. 

 

•The court retains jurisdiction to modify or terminate the guardianship 

order as needed. 



Subsidized Guardianship is Established,  

Now What?  



Changes that May Affect Eligibility  

• There has been a change in the child’s guardian.  

• The child has entered the military.  

• The child is married.  

• The child is no longer living with the guardian.  

• The child is deceased.  

• The child has graduated, completed, or dropped out from a full-

time, kindergarten to 12th grade educational program or its 

equivalent.  

• The guardian is no longer supporting the child.  

• The guardian’s legal responsibility for the child has ended.  

• The child has been placed outside the guardian’s home at 

public expense 



Review of Eligibility 

• The annual review date that begins one year after the 

date the guardianship under s. 48.977, Stats., or under a 

substantially similar Wisconsin tribal law was ordered.  

• Upon receipt of notification from the guardian of a change 

in circumstances. 

• If the agency knows or suspects that a change has 

occurred.  

• Beginning 6 months before the child’s 18th birthday, to 

determine whether eligibility is expected to continue when 

the child turns 18 years old.  



Annual Review 

60 days prior to 
Annual Review 

send  

DCF-F-2736-E 

30 days out, if not 
received send out 

Second Notification 

  DCF-F-2736-E 

Upon Receipt from Guardian  

Enter the Information into eWiSACWIS 
and proceed with Eligibility Determination 

If not received 
Suspend  

payment until 
received  

Upon Receipt from Guardian 

 Enter the Information into eWiSACWIS 
and proceed with Eligibility Determination 



Resources 

• DCF Website Page 
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/children/statewide_subsidized_guardianship/  

http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/children/statewide_subsidized_guardianship/


  

eWiSACWIS 

 

 

 

eWiSACWIS 



eWiSACWIS 

• Resources 

• Setting up the initial SG Determination & Creating the SG 

Case 

• Ticklers & Annual Reviews 

• Changes in 2013 

• Upcoming Enhancements for 2014 

 



Resources 

• Quick Reference Guides on the Knowledge Web 

http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/wisacwis/knowledge_web/ 

http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/wisacwis/knowledge_web/


Resources 

• Process with screen shots 

 

 



eWiSACWIS – On the Family Case 

• Eligibility Determination 

• Subsidized Guardianship Agreement 

• Legal Record 

• Required Imaging Records 

• Deactivating the Child due to Subsidized Guardianship 

 

 DO NOT CLOSE THE CHILD’S  

OUT OF HOME PLACEMENT. 



Eligibility Determination 

eWiSACWIS 

















Subsidized Guardianship 

Agreement 

eWiSACWIS 









Legal 





Imaging 









Deactivating a Child due to SG 

DO NOT CLOSE THE CHILD’S  

OUT OF HOME PLACEMENT. 







Outliner View 



eWiSACWIS – Maintaining the SG Case 

• Annual Review Ticklers & Notifications 

• Entering Annual Review Responses 

• Other 

 

 

 



Annual Review- 

Ticklers & Notifications 





  

Documentation 









Annual Review-  

Entering Responses 











Notices & Decisions 





eWiSACWIS – June 2013 Release 

• New Subsidized Guardianship Funding Determination 

page was added to document eligibility for federal 

claiming. 
 

• Updated version of the Subsidized Guardianship 

Agreement (DCF-F-CFS2365-E) was added. The 

template was modified to include language changes. 
 

• For an initial Subsidized Guardianship eligibility 

determination, the question “Is this an interim guardian?” 

was removed.  



eWiSACWIS – SG Changes June 2013 

• Additional fields were added to the Annual Review and Change in 

Circumstance(s) Eligibility Determination when a change in the 

guardian is indicated. These identify if the reason for the change is 

due to the guardian’s death/incapacitation or another reason. 

 

• A new Service Type for Interim Care was added to the Out of Home 

Placement (OHP) page. In the event of a guardian’s death, 

incapacitation, or the termination of the guardianship and a child 

returning to out-of-home care, this Service Type is used to document 

when payment continues (up to 12 months) on behalf of a child to an 

approved interim caretaker. The rate associated with the Interim Care 

OHP is child specific and looks to the rate of the child’s most recent 

Subsidized Guardianship Service. 



eWiSACWIS – SG Changes Oct. 2013 

• Subsidized Guardianship automatically creates Medicaid 

Eligibility for children until age 21. 



eWiSACWIS – SG Changes for 2014 

• Automatic Suspension of SG Payments if the Annual 

Review is not returned. 

• Adding a new Eligibility Determination type to terminate 

the SG Agreement when the guardian fails to respond to 

the Annual Review. 

• Adding a new question to the Annual Review and Change 

in Circumstance(s) SG Determinations to document when 

a guardian requests termination of the agreement. 

• Adding a Termination ‘as of’ date to accurately calculate 

based on date of termination event, guardian requested 

date of termination, etc. 

 

 

 



eWiSACWIS – Other 

• If a child is removed from a Subsidized Guardianship home, or 

the guardian requests termination of the agreement, the child 

will need to be reactivated in the family case. If you are unsure 

how to do this, please contact the help desk for guidance. 

 

• Subsidized Guardianship Amendments 

- Subsidized Guardianship Amendment Agreement     

Quick Reference Guide 

- Resource for questions on processing Amendments: 

 Amy E. Anderson AmyE.Anderson@wisconsin.gov  

 with the State Central Adoptions Unit. 

 

mailto:AmyE.Anderson@wisconsin.gov

